Mass Intentions
 
 
February 12, 2012– Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
     
     
     8:00A.M.			In Honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus	
				
			
 
     9:30A.M.      	+	Alice Moy by Darlene & Nicole	
				
				
 
  
MON. Feb. 13th                                          Weekday
			       
          
     8:00A.M.			In Honor of St. Michael the Archangel 	
				
			
 
						
TUE. Feb. 14th                Saints Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop
         
 
     8:00A.M.		+	Roseanne Divittorio by nieces Therese & Martina Spalla
				
		
 
  
WED. Feb. 15th	                                   Weekday
		
 
     8:00 A.M.			Thanksgiving to our Blessed Mother
				
		
 
THU. Feb. 16th  	                                  Weekday
 
 
     8:00 A.M.		+	Anniversary Remembrance for Hazel Nardi by Frank and Sophia
				
			
	
 
FRI. Feb. 17th	         The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order
          
     8:00A.M.			Vocations to Priesthood and Religious Life
				
 
			
  
SAT. Feb.18th                                           Weekday
 
			        
     8:00A.M.		+	David Jarzyna by wife Cookie
 
 
     5:00 P.M.			Friends and Parishioners of St. Therese
			+	Clare Capecci by Mary Ellyn & Frank Scalise
				
 







From the Desk of Fr. Francis
 Greetings of Christ’s Peace and Joy!  Hope you all had a blessed week.
 
Thank You 
Thanks to Megan Sherrier for coordinating our monthly contemporary Mass and to all who serve as liturgical and hospitality ministers in the last three months.  Joseph Murray and Angelo Eng did a fantastic job with the refreshments this past Saturday.
 
Thanks to George Lee and all members of our parish Finance Council for taking the lead in organizing and executing our second Super Duper Bowl party.  Thanks to all who supported the event---tickets buyers, cooks, and sound people.  It was truly a fun evening! 
 
Thanks to Geraldine Kwan, who has been helping me and our parish by picking up cleaning and hospitality supplies during the last year and half.  Her time and generous service is greatly appreciated. 
 



World Marriage Day-Feb. 12, 2012
 
The theme for this annual celebration of marriage is “Love One Another.” As Christians, we believe that marriage is sacred.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: “The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman establish between themselves a partnership of the whole of life, is by its nature ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procreation and education of offspring; this covenant between baptized persons has been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament (#1601).”  When the couples get married, they promise to be true and good to each other at all times and under all circumstances for the rest of their lives.  Unfortunately, some couples would not be able to keep their undying love for each other when their married life meets with some troubles, obstacles, and conflicts.  Statistics say that over 50% of marriages end up in divorce here in the United States.  Oftentimes, divorce has negative impacts emotionally on involved partners, their children and families.  On the other hand, statistics also tell us that couples who pray together regularly would stay together.  Praying and attending church together can help couples have better and healthier relationships.  Like all kinds of love, married love needs to be strengthened and nourished.  Couples have to finds ways to renew their love for each other on a regular basis.  Parishes do offer opportunities for couples to keep their marriage strong, such as retreat, marriage encounter weekend, and dating nights. 
 
On this World Marriage Day, husbands and wives, engaged couples and dating couples need to renew their love for each other.  We all need to take some time to pray for the dignity of marriage and married people.  Below is a prayer we can offer.
 
"Heavenly Father, we thank You for your tremendous gift of Sacrament of Marriage. Enable us to grow in our intimacy with You and with each other.  Teach us the beauty of forgiveness so we may become more and more one in heart, mind and body.  Strengthen our communication with each other, and help us become living signs of your love.  Help us to be examples of commitment, love, and service to our families and children. Make us a sign of the unity which Jesus prays for at the Last Supper.  We open ourselves to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who empowers us to love in Jesus’ name and walk in His footsteps. Amen.”   For more resource on marriage, please visit: www.familyministries.org
 
Peace,   Fr. Francis
 
 

 
 ♪♫ Choir Corner ♫♪ 
               Sunday, February 12, 2012 -Family Mass (Service Music -
                                      Mass of Light)      
PROCESSIONAL: #753 – ALL ARE WELCOME   
OFFERTORY: #726 – MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE
COMMUNION: # 816 – LET US BE BREAD  
RECESSIONAL: #622 – LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING   
 
 
News and Events
 
Annual Catholic Appeal                    The commitment is this weekend-  Feb. 11th & 12th.
 
Sacraments Meeting for School Parents
Will take place on Monday Feb. 13th from 6pm to 7:30pm in the Community Room.
 
Liturgy Committee Meeting will be held on Monday, Feb. 13th at 7pm in the St. Therese Room.
 
PPC Meeting is Wednesday, Feb. 15th at 7pm in the Community Room.
 
St. Therese School Chinese New Year Dinner Benefit will be on Saturday, Feb. 18th, 5:30 to 10:30pm at Furama Restaurant.  For more info call: 312-326-2837.
 
Tax Exempt Letter   If you are a registered parishioner and would like to receive a year end tax exempt letter, please contact our parish office at 312-842-6777. 
 
North American Chinese Catholic Cursillos in Christianity will gather in Houston this year from March 15th to 18th. If you are interested in attending, please speak to Fr. Francis. More information in Chinese can be found at the church entrance table.
 
LEADERSHIP DAY  The Annual Leadership Day will be held Saturday, February 18th.  This is a day of formation for parish members involved in ministries of leadership. This year the workshop will be held at Loyola Academy in Wilmette.  The day goes from 8:30 A.M. to 3:45.  At 4:00 P.M., Mass will be celebrated and Cardinal George will preach as well as be a presenter of a workshop. 
    
Some interesting workshops include titles such as:  Revitalizing Your Parish Pastoral Council, A Teen-Friendly Parish, It’s Not Too Late to Connect Young Adults to Your Parish…, Taking Justice in Your Own Hands,  Viewing the Liturgy through the Cultural Lens of Music, The Church Needs You…What Would Jesus Facebook? 
 
We encourage everyone who can, to participate in this wonderful day of formation.  Please sign up at the entrance of the church!   For further information talk with Father Li or Sister Caritas.  See also the Leadership Website on the Archdiocese of Chicago Website. 
 
CATHOLICISM—Journey Around the World & Deep into the Faith   A 12 Week Study.  Saturdays10:30am to noon EVERY Saturday of each month starting Feb. 25th– May 12, 2012 at Pauline Books & Media,  172 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL.  For more info, please see fliers on the table of the church entrance. 
 
Let Us Stand!  Join teen singers and instrumentalist from across the Archdiocese of Chicago for a day of prayer, reflection, rehearsal with master teachers, liturgy, & a festival of songs!  April 21, 2012 from 9am-6pm at St. Nicholas Church, 806 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL.  Sponsored by Office for Divine Worship.  See Facebook.com/teenchoirfest odw.org  For more info:  Anna Belle O’Shea at 312-534-8011
 
 
TOTAL Christmas Donations to date:           $24,989   Thank YOU!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hospitality Schedule for February 19, 2012
GREETERS:  Regina Cheong, Steve Lee, Sharon Yu
RECEPTION VOLUNTEERS:  Lisa, Eva
————————————————————————————
 
 
 
A REFLECTION ON GRATITUDE
 
To be grateful is to recognize the LOVE of GOD in everything He has given us— and He has given us EVERYTHNG.  Every breath we draw is a gift of His love, every moment of existence is a grace, for it brings with it immense graces from Him.
 
Gratitude therefore takes nothing for granted, is never unresponsive, is constantly awakening to new wonder and to praise of the goodness of God.  For the grateful person knows that God is good, not by hearsay but by experience.  And that is what makes all the difference.
 
                                                                                                                                                            ~Thomas Merton
 

Weekly Offering: 
Collection for February 5, 2012
 
 
Sunday Envelopes          	$1,985
Sunday Loose		$   255         July 1-To-Present (Actual):	     $64,149
Total Collection	           $2,240         July1-To -Present (Budget):       $62,400
 
						         
Weekly Budget:		$1,950		  % of Budget Attained:	         102%
 
 
Please consider giving one hour of your weekly salary as your contribution.
May God bless your generosity!  Thank You!
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus in Our Lives
 
At my last InSearch meeting, we were fortunate to have Fr. John Kartje, Chaplain of the Sheil Catholic Center at Northwestern University, speak to us about Mark's Gospel (one of three synoptic Gospels).  Fr. John reminds us that Mark is the great theologian (or "story-teller") of the Cross.  In his Gospel, Mark poses a question of "identity."  Who is Jesus?  Mark answers this in 1:1: Jesus is the Christ and Jesus is the Son of God.  And this paves the way for the rest of Mark's Gospel in which he unpacks the central question of "Who is Jesus?"  As we read Mark's Gospel, we find that people are constantly wrestling with the "cross," and we discover what Jesus has to do with that.  Along the journey, we encounter Jesus in three ways: 1.) Jesus comes after you.  In Mark 1:16-8, Jesus saw Simon and Andrew (fishermen) casting a net into the sea.  Jesus told them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men."  They dropped their nets, and followed Jesus.  2.) You get brought to Jesus.  In Mark 2:4-12, four men carrying a paralytic man couldn't get near Jesus because of the crowd, so they "unroofed" the roof and lowered him down.  When Jesus saw the faith of these people, he said to the paralytic, "My son, your sins are forgiven."  After being questioned by some teachers of the Law, Jesus said to the paralytic, "Stand up, take up your mat and go home." The man rose, took up his mat, and went out.  3.) You go after Jesus.  In Mark 5:25-34, a woman (who had suffered from bleeding for twelve years) sees Jesus and -- knowing that He has a healing power -- said, "If I just touch his clothing, I shall get well."  She did touch Jesus' cloak and was healed.  Jesus, conscious that healing power had gone out from him, asked: "Who touched my clothes?"  The woman told Jesus the truth and Jesus replied, "Daughter, your faith has saved you; go in peace and be free of this illness."  
 
With these examples in mind, and as we continue to hear Mark's Gospel at Mass during the upcoming weeks,   let us prayerfully reflect upon Jesus’ movement in our lives:  How has Jesus come after you?  Who has brought you to Jesus?  How have You gone after Jesus?                        
										           - Christian Shiu
 
 “When you’re asked, say 'yes,' and when you're called, Go!"    - Fr. Lawrence Hennessey
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Letter from Cardinal Francis George
(Abortion Mandate on The Church) 
 
 
 

 Please remember in your prayers those who are 
ill, hospitalized, and homebound...
 
Sarah Phillips				Marie Balestri     	                  	Carmella Scanlon
Natasha Chang				Lucille Iasillo 			Carmen (Rails) Balestri 
Baby Dominic Vittori			Dominic Barbaro		    	Winnie So
Barbara McElroy				Barb Davis		     	Rose Perez
Ramona Zavala				Ken Barber		   	Nicholas Tobar
Michael Howley				Lauren Mandel 		   	Ruth Barone
Bernie Presto			       	YoYo Damico		  	Dolly Roti	
Lina Andriacchi 		            		Baby Jessa Piotrowski 	  	Sister Noel Devine 	
Su Zhen Liao			               Fr. Walter Johnson, MM		Fr. Anthony Chen
Sister Elizabeth Lee	     		John Galvin			Michele Young
Manuel Gore				Debbie Thome			Wu Wai Hing
Shirley A. Bills				Roseann Gurgone
 
If you wish to add a name or remove your name from this list, please call the parish office. 
________________________________________________________
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I do will it.  Be made clean.”
 
In Fall of last year, my cousin told me that she had been diagnosed with breast cancer.  She had to consider breast removal.  Some parts of the decision were not hard.  That fact that it was cancer was not only hard but frightening.  She decided to have both breasts removed and is going through treatments and is on the road to recovery.  For us today the word CANCER has all kinds of feelings connected to it.  Few of us or our families are untouched by this illness.
 
 
Aids is another illness, affecting young and old, male and female, which has fearful feelings connected with the thought or diagnosis.  The continuing spread of this illness is of concern.  Africa has many orphans because of aids.  Villages can be destroyed.  The ways of spreading this disease and means of prevention are well known.  Many medicines and treatments have been found and developed.  People are living much longer with the help of medicine. 
 
 
The disease of leprosy caused great problems in Jesus’ time.  No cure was available.  No medical help was known.  Anyone who had the disease had to live apart from villages and families and call out “Unclean!” to prevent others from contracting it.   What a difficult existence!  In the Gospels, people with this disease meet Jesus.  The person in our Gospel story asks Jesus for healing.  “If you wish you can make me clean,” Jesus says “I do will it.”   I do want to heal you.  I will give you what you ask of me. 
 
 
What are the illnesses we have or are living with each day?  Some of us deal with physical pain and fear regarding our illness.  Some of us deal with the need to take medicine daily or to do things to be healthy.  Some of us deal with mental stress and struggle, yet others deal with a spiritual illness of trying to change sinful ways into virtuous living.  Whatever the illness, struggle, or problem, we can do what the man with leprosy did.  We can go to Jesus.  We know if we go to Jesus He will help us.  He may completely heal us, perhaps little by little.  He will help us in our efforts to live healthy lives, holy lives.  We know if we go to Him in faith He will respond. His compassionate heart will be touched and He will respond, “I will it.” Be made well. 	
                                                                                                                                           ~ Sister Caritas
 
				
     
	
							
 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

