Mass Intentions
 
   Jan. 27, 2013 -   Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
 
     8:00A.M.		+	Mabel Chan by Children & Grandson
					
							
     9:30A.M.   		+	Josephine Parrilli by Dorothy Albanese
			+ 	Fr. Anthony Chen by Joe and Marilyn Leung
			+	Fr. Anthony Chen by Gertrude Chan
			+	Thomas Barr by St. Therese Parish
  
   11:00A.M.			Mandarin Mass
				
  MON. Jan. 28th	  Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church
 
      8:00A.M.  			School Mass
			+	James Gurgone Sr. by Family 		
 
 
 
  TUE. Jan. 29th	    	                      Weekday
 
      8:00A.M.		
  
 
  WED. Jan. 30th          	                      Weekday
				
 
     8:00A.M.		+	Kong Won May by Richard and Lily May
			+	Poor and Forgotten Souls in Purgatory
			+	Joseph Briglio by Family	
 
 
 
  THU.  Jan. 31st          	        Saint John Bosco, Priest   
                   
     8:00A.M.		
 
 
 
  
  FRI.  Feb. 1st		                     Weekday	    
 
 
     8:00A.M.			In Honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus by Dominic Barbaro
			+	Catherine Gurgone by Daughter
			+	Josephine Parrilli by Lucille Salerno
			+	Fred Roti - Birthday Remembrance by Marion
     
 
  SAT.  Feb. 2nd	 	      The Presentation of the Lord  
				        	   
     8:00A.M.			In Honor of the Sacred Heart of Mary by Dominic Barbaro
				
     5:00P.M.			Friends and Parishioners of St. Therese
				Special Intentions for Mothers and Daughters Club
			+	Josephine Parrilli by Judee Gurgone
 







From the Desk of Fr. Francis 
 Greetings of Christ’s Peace and Joy!  Hope you all had a blessed week.
 
 An Article from Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I
“Joy and Hope, the Church in today’s world”
This fifth of six short articles on the Second Vatican Council speaks to the longest document issued by the Council.  The apostolic constitution Gaudium et spes addressed the reason Pope John XXIII called the Council: to change the relation between the Church and the world so that the Church’s mission would be strengthened and the world come to know its Savior and be rescued from its sinfulness.  How should the Church, now committed to dialogue with everyone, enter into a more evangelically productive relationship to a world marked by advanced technological achievements, spreading democracy, an integrating economic system and an increasing skepticism toward revealed religion?
 
The apostolic constitution starts by identifying the Church with the joys and hopes as well as the grief and anxieties of the people of this age, especially with those who are poor or otherwise afflicted.  In explaining who she is to the world, the Church hopes to enter into a dialogue that will explain the world to itself.  While the Council was still meeting in Rome, Pope Paul VI went to the United Nations in New York, the first Pope to do so, and introduced himself to the world’s governmental representatives as “an expert in humanity.”  
 
At a new moment in humanity’s history, the human race and its history, the Council Fathers wrote, are coming together around permanent values and new discoveries. There is a new social order, with new psychological and moral habits.  In places, religion is being marginalized as too rooted in a prior moment of history.  At this moment, therefore, reflection about the Church and the world needs to be grounded in mutual conviction about the dignity of the human person, made in God’s image and likeness.  Human dignity is perennially threatened by human sinfulness, and the Church calls everyone to conversion of life.  Christ is the new Adam, the new man, the one who establishes a world order based on truth and freedom.  Death and atheism threaten this new order, but they cannot destroy it nor the Church that proclaims and embodies it.
 
Because Jesus is God, he brings us into the life of the Blessed Trinity; because Jesus is man, he transforms human activity into his instrument for making visible the Kingdom of God, even here and now.  As God’s leaven in the world, the Church protects the “school of God’s love” that is the family.  She works to strengthen marriage and respect for the human life born of it.  The Church enters into dialogue with all cultures and is partner to the conversations about evolution, progress, economic and political life, peace and the international order.  The document addresses each of these topics at some length.
 
This very broad vision of the relationship between Church and world was institutionalized right after the Council with ministries for social justice and peace, for the protection of human life and dignity, for marriage and family life, for intellectual life and communications.  The Holy See itself and most dioceses have institutionalized these concerns while shoring up the faith life of Catholics themselves in efforts to renew catechesis and the common life of the Church herself, especially through various lay movements.  
 
The Church, because of Gaudium et spes, has been on a fifty year dialogue with all the peoples and nations of the world.  The conversation has sometimes been more acrimonious than those who set the course at the Second Vatican Council might have imagined or anticipated.  But the course has held: the Church continuously finds new ways to introduce the whole world to its savior, Jesus Christ, the head of his body, the Church.
 
As we celebrate the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, may we find time and space to “Deepen Our Faith in Christ” this week and in the Year of Faith.                                             
								                    Peace, Fr. Francis
 

 
 


Hospitality Schedule for February 3, 2012
GREETERS:  Regina Cheong, Teresa Moy, Tim Tie
                                                RECEPTION VOLUNTEERS:  Jean Wong, Jade Yee
 
   ♪♫ Choir Corner ♫♪   
     January 27, 2012– Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
             PROCESSIONAL:   #537 – SING A NEW SONG
           OFFERTORY:  #676 – YOU HAVE ANOINTED ME
           COMMUNION:  #696 – LORD, WHEN YOU CAME
           RECESSIONAL:   #547 – SING OF THE LORD’S GOODNESS 
 


Year of Sunday Mass 



School Mass— at 8:00am on Jan. 28th celebrating Catholic Schools Week.
 
2013 Annual Catholic Appeal 
St. Therese’s 2013 Target is:  $8723.
Announcement Weekend:  Jan. 26 and 27th;  Commitment Weekend:  Feb. 2 and 3
Follow-Up Weekend:  Feb. 9 and 10
The theme of this year’s Annual Catholic    Appeal is taken from St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, LOVE NEVER FAILS
 
Tax Exempt Letter—if you would like to     receive a tax exempt letter for your 2012 donation to St. Therese, please contact the parish office at  312-842-6777.
 
Nun Run– February 1-2
What is a “Nun Run?” It is a 24+ hour experience during which single women ages 18-40 are invited to spend time with Sisters who are ministering in the Chicago area. At each stop, enjoy the Sisters’ cooking as you learn first-hand how each Community is making a difference for the people in the Chicago area and beyond. Transportation provided. No fee for the weekend. The next Nun Run is scheduled for February 1-2, 2013. The event will begin at 5:45 p.m. on Friday and conclude at 8:30 p.m. on Saturday. Contact Sr. Theresa Sullivan, DC at 812-963-7563 or email SisterTheresa.Sullivan@doc.org to receive a brochure and to register. Sponsored by the Office for Religious/Chicago Archdiocesan Vocation Association (CAVA). http://www.vocationscava.org
 
Reflections & Questions on Sunday Mass
As the Year of Sunday Mass continues to unfold, our Parish Pastoral Council would like to invite all parishioners not only to actively participate at our Sunday celebrations, but to take some time to reflect on what Sunday Mass really means to each one of us.  You are invited to share your reflections through our weekly bulletin or simply ask a question about Sunday Mass, which will be answered by our priest and pastoral staff.   Please keep your reflection to half page length and submit it or questions to:  
office@sttheresechinatown.org
 
 
Church Stained Glass Window Repair Appeal
Due to old age, our church window frames and parts of the damaged stained glass are 
in great need of care and repairs.  These stained glass windows add much beauty to our church and are part of the precious history of this parish, as all were donated by parishioners of decades ago. 
     To prevent further deterioration, we have engaged a firm to repair all 20 of these stained glass windows to bring them back to good form.  The average repair cost is around $1,900 per window.  
    We need your support for this project.  If you would like to make any donations  toward the window project, please mark your contributions with “Window Repairs.”  Thank you to all who have already made a donation: 
              Paul & Cindy Lau:  $1000
	James & Akina Moy:  $1000
	Dan & Pam Spano:  $90
	Shu Man & Florence Yu:  $300               
	Chris & Darlene Lowe:  $500
	N. N.:  $200
	N. N.:  $100
	Sacred Heart Ladies Club:  $1000
	The May Family:  $2000
	Betsy Young & Woodie Lee:  $50
	Wanda Stearns:  $50
	Lucille Salerno:  $100
              Santa Maria Incoronata:  $1000
	Albert & Bernie Wong:  $200
	Rose Cho:  $2000
	Dominic Lai:  $380
	Robert Lee:  $10
	Larry A. Pusateri :   $500
	Eugene & Geraldine Kwan:  $100
	Gene & Teresa Lee:  $200
	Gary & Linda Leong:  $200
	Wesley & Sharon Wong:  $100
	Sandra Moy:  $100
	Sharon Yu:  $1000
	Ray Lin (The Lin Family):  $500
	Mr. & Mrs. William Moy:  $50
	Andrew & Eva Feng:  $1900
	Fr. Francis Li:   $100
	Francine Caruso:  $100
	Bonnie Tse:  $100
	Kevin Wu (Sweet Stations):  $100
	Frank S. Scuito:   $100
	Peter Blais:  $50
	Teresa Au:  $50
	Phyllis & Rose Marie Centofanti:  $100
	Wendy Fluder:  $100
	Frank & Sophie Nardi:  $500
	Dominic Barbaro:  $100
 
BULLETIN TOTAL AS OF  01/23/13:  $16,030
 
A plaque of remembrance will be placed in the church  in gratitude to all the donors at the end of the project.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Super Duper Bowl 

 


A Reflection on Sunday Mass
 
As a convert to the Catholic faith, I have found that my love for the Mass has grown over the years.  When I first converted, I would have moments where I would be profoundly moved by Our Lord's Presence.  Two of those occasions involved my being pregnant.  The first time, was when I was bringing up the gifts at Mass.  I was carrying our second son and I realized what a tremendous gift that baby was ... and still is to us.
 
The other occasion was when I was pregnant with my daughter.  I was going through a tough time and I was afraid the stress would affect our baby.  In desperation, I offered my Communion up for our child.  Mass was a tremendous comfort to me during that time.
 
Now that I sing, I am constantly reminded of the gift of being near the altar and having the privilege of singing for Our Lord as the veil of heaven is lifted and He comes to earth to nourish our souls!               
            ~ Pam Spano is a member of the “Joyful Noise” Choir at our 5pm Mass on Saturdays and writes a daily blog on “Being Catholic Really” on Facebook and Twitter: @CatholicReally_____________________________________________________________________________
 











      Protecting God’s Children for Adults
 
Do you help out in our parish in a capacity involving children or young      people? Would you like to chaperon or help out with one of our upcoming Youth Ministry events, or get involved with our CCD program?
       If so, the Archdiocese asks that you be in compliance with their child abuse prevention program, known as Virtus, or Protecting God’s Children for Adults. If you are currently not but would like to become ‘Virtus Certified’, St. Therese is hosting two sessions in the near future:
 
               Wednesday, Feb. 6th from 6:00-9:00pm OR Saturday, Feb. 9th from 9am-12noon
 
Both sessions will take place at the St. Therese School basement.  To register, go to: www.virtus.org and sign up, or else contact Steven Cottam at: scottam@sttheresechicago.org
 


Weekly Offering: 
 
Collection for January 20, 2013
 
 
  Sunday Envelopes          	         $1,634
  Sunday Loose                     	         $   308	    July 1-To-Present (Actual):    $59,049
  Total Collection		         $	1,942	    July1-To -Present (Budget):   $60,000				
						       
  Weekly Budget:		         $2,000	           % of Budget Attained:       98%
Please consider giving one hour of your weekly salary as your contribution.  
May God bless your generosity!  Thank YOU!
 


 Good News!/dearPadre 



Please remember in your prayers those who are 
ill, hospitalized, and homebound...
Sarah Phillips				Marie Balestri     	                  	Carmella Scanlon
Natasha Chang				Lucille Iasillo 			Carmen (Rails) Balestri 
Dominic Barbaro		    		Winnie So			Vincent Thome
Barbara McElroy				Barb Davis		     	Rose Perez
Ramona Zavala				Ken Barber		   	Nicholas Tobar
Michael Howley				Lauren Mandel 		   	Ruth Barone
Bernie Presto			       	YoYo Damico		  	Dolly Roti	
Lina Andriacchi 		            		Baby Jessa Piotrowski 	  	Sister Noel Devine 	
Su Zhen Liao			               Fr. Walter Johnson, MM		Michele Young
Sister Elizabeth Lee	     		John Galvin			Wu Wai Hing
Shirley A. Bills		      		Barbara Maung			Lan Ying Yee
John Palenik				Roseann Gurgone			Carolyn Fields
Frank Nardi				David Leung			Alice Young
John Piegari				Bai Xue				Ching Siu Yau
Leonard Louie				Richard Tobar			Sister Agnes Christina
Pam Ecklund				Betsy Young			Joseph Leung
Jane Lee					Mary Balestri			
				
If you wish to add a name or remove your name from this list, please call the parish office. 
 
‘“The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me“
 
When I talk to people about following God’s will, “reading” the signs of the times, or looking for the Holy Spirit, people often want to know, “how will I know?”
 
In our everyday lives, looking for God in the maze of continuous noise, turmoil, and activity can be difficult.  How do I know that it is not just “my” ideas, or “my” view.  How will I know it is God’s voice, God’s action, God’s will?  One way to figure it out is to look in scripture.  If what you are considering or seeing is being done in accordance with the words, actions or values expressed in the “Word of God”, the Bible, then it usually is God’s way.  Another evaluation tool, also in the Bible, is the ten commandments.  If the action is in conformity with the commandments and the values expressed in the commandments it will be in conformity with God’s will.  One can also look to the doctrines of the Church, the laws of the Church as well as the teachings of the Popes, Bishops and priests and to the teachings of those with teaching authority.  These are objective sources which help us discover God’s actions, words and directions in our lives.
 
Many times we are inspired when we pray.  In processes of discerning God’s will there are at least relatively sure signs that it is God.  Besides checking the objective principles, does it bring you peace?  We are not talking about the “peace” of “getting my way.”  We are talking about the peace that Jesus gives, interior, deep peace.  Another sign is does it bring you joy?  We are talking about a happiness and joy in spite of difficulty.
 
The gospel today talks about Jesus being ”filled” with the Spirit. He states He brings glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives, sight to the blind, freedom to the oppressed.  Do our actions conform to the actions and life of Jesus? “What would Jesus do?” (a popular saying)  Would it be something Mary would do or say?   If all these things are true of you then you can say what Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”…after all we HAVE been baptized and confirmed.  The challenge is living it out.    		                                  							             						~Sr. Caritas
  Ads 



From the Desk of Fr. Francis…      Catholic Education
 
This week, Jan. 27th to Feb. 2nd, we celebrate our Catholic schools.  The Archdiocese has one of the finest school systems in the nation.  St. Therese School is one of the best in the Archdiocese and in the nation.  This doesn’t mean that we have no challenges with our schools.  Just last Sunday, the Chicago Tribune had an article, titled “Mission: Save Catholic schools.”  While the article says that the Chicago Archdiocese expects few of its schools to be closed this year, it cites St. Therese as an extraordinary example of transformation and change from very low enrollments a few years ago to today’s full capacity with a waiting list.  We feel bad for the schools that would have to close their doors this year while we are very proud of all catholic school children and parents, teachers and staff.  Their sacrifice and commitment make the importance of the Catholic Education into a reality.     Catholic Schools Week offers us an opportunity to celebrate our schools and invites us to reflect on what kind of knowledge and values that we want to teach our children.  We will start this special week with a school mass on Monday Jan. 28th at 8:00AM.
 —————————————————————————————————————










				Annual Catholic Appeal 2013
“Love Never Fails!”  1 Cor 13:8
 
Please spend some time this week reflecting on the Annual Catholic Appeal brochure that you received with your bulletin. Please remember that the Annual Catholic Appeal campaign is much different than a one-time special collection. It is a pledge campaign where you can make a gift payable in installments.
 
As you review the work enabled by your contribution to the Annual Catholic Appeal, please reflect on God’s gifts to you. He has given you all that you have. Your gifts to our parish, to the Archdiocese and to the work of the Church throughout the world are given in gratitude for the continuing gifts that God gives you. 
 
Sometimes it is difficult to envision how one pledge can help an organization the size of our Archdiocese, how it can make a real difference. But each pledge does make a difference because all parishes participate in the campaign and the gifts of many enable our Archdiocese to deliver needed ministries and services.
 
Our combined gifts not only signify our gratitude to God, they fund a significant portion of the work of our Archdiocese. After our parish goal of $8723 is reached in cash, 100% of the additional funds come back to our parish to help to fund our needs.     
 
If you received your pledge form in the mail, please complete it and mail it back or bring it to Mass next weekend.  For those of you that did not receive a mailing or have not had time to respond to it, we will conduct our in-pew pledge process at all Masses next weekend.
 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous response. 
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